
SYLVAN LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION 
Minutes of the January 16, 2018 

 Public Hearing and Regular Meeting 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Chairman Cousens opened the public hearing at 7:00 p.m.  He provided a brief overview of the 
proposed amendment to Section 78-614 to allow the Planning Commission to permit a berm in 
lieu of wall when such wall is required adjacent to the Clint River Trail. 
 
There were no public comments. 

 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Cousens called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. and presided over the 
Pledge of Allegiance.   
   
ROLL CALL       
 
 PRESENT       
 William Brundage   Luke Cassar   

Graham Cousens, Chairperson  David MacGillis 
Ed Robbins     
      
EXCUSED     ABSENT 
Megan Zumbach   
 
ALSO PRESENT John Martin, City Manager; Dennise Dryden, Recording Secretary; and Jill 

Bahm, Giffels-Webster 
   
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Martin requested to add Item 7B Approval to Recommend to City Council Amendment to 
Zoning Ordinance 78-614. 

 
MOVED BY Cassar, second by MacGillis to approve the agenda as amended. 
 

YES: All          NO:  None      Motion passed.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   

MOVED BY MacGillis, seconded by Robbins to approve the minutes of December 5, 
2017. 
 

  YES: All  NO: None   Motion Passed 
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MEETING OPEN TO PUBLIC FOR BRIEF COMMENTS 
 
Chairperson Cousens opened the meeting for public comment.  
 
There were no public comments. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Approval to Recommend to City Council Amendment to Zoning Ordinance 78-614 
  
Bahm explained the amendment to allow a berm instead of a privacy wall along the Clinton 
River Trail.  Planning Commission will still have the opportunity to review and approve a berm 
to ensure sufficient screening is provided.  The ordinance currently states that screen walls shall 
be “decorative masonry or brick screen walls”.    The berm’s standards, slope and landscape 
were discussed.  A berm won’t be required, but it will be an option.  The proposed ordinance 
says it may be approved by Planning Commission if it is deemed appropriate. 
 
Cassar suggested for purpose of longevity and maintenance, allowing ground cover ivy on the 
berm.  It is green year-round, hardy, good erosion and its self-rooting.   
 
Robbins asked if there have been any comments from residents who backup to this property.  
Martin replied there have been none.  
 
Lorenz is concerned with the rise over run, 1:3 ratio slope on one side and 1:6 facing the 
residential side.  He feels the berm will require to much space and not work.  He feels it should 
be allowed to have 1:3 slope on both sides.  Martin proposed saying they can extend onto city 
trail property if it would work with elevations and space.  There would have to be an agreement 
because they would have to maintain it.  The board liked this idea.  Bahm will bring visual 
examples for Planning Commission to look at.  Along with some of the changes discussed to the 
next meeting. 
 
 
 Update in Planning and Other Discussion 
 
Bahm presented to Planning Commission some ideas other communities are looking at or have 
implemented:  Age Friendly Communities, Solar Energy, and Accessory Dwellings.  She stated 
this is just for Planning Commission’s information.  Some of the principles in which the AARP 
advocates for with age friendly communities they may want to think about and how it relates to 
Sylvan Lake. 
 
MacGillis would like to look at transportation.  He would like to see the Smart bus making a 
stop in Sylvan Lake for residents to use. 
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Cassar asked if Sylvan Lake were to do accessory dwellings, what would it look like.  Cousens 
asked Bahm to bring some bullet points and examples for them to look at next month.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 There was no old business. 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS 
Martin reported the seawall installation stopped because of a conduit in the lake and the 
weather.  He provided an update on the condo development and The Farm, which both are still 
being worked on.  He is hoping to get an updated plan for the condo project to look at. 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Lorenz is glad to be back on Planning Commission and is looking forward to working with all of 
them.  It is sad how it came about with Jim Endres having to resign.  
 
PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS 
Cousens’ expressed Planning Commission offers its condolences and gratitude to Jim Endres’ 
family for his service and participation for this committee.   
 
MacGillis requested the setup of board’s table be turned to be more appropriate for viewing 
presentations on the TV.  He extended prayers to the family of Jim Endres.  Endres was a great 
addition to City Council; he has great ideas and he will be missed on Planning Commission.   
 
Adjournment 
 
 MOVED by Brundage, seconded Robbins, to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting. 
 
 Meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Dennise Dryden, Recording Secretary 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Ed Robbins, Planning Commission Secretary  

 


